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Newcomers & Old-timers Sharing the Legacy of 

Experience, Strength & Hope in an Environment of 

Gratitude in Action!



N E W C O M E R S  &  O L D - T I M E R S  S H A R I N G  T H E  
L E G A C Y  O F  E X P E R I E N C E ,  S T R E N G T H  &  H O P E  

I N  A N  E N V I R O N M E N T  O F  G R A T I T U D E  I N  
A C T I O N !

The Gathering of Eagles was originally held in Corpus 

Christi, Texas in 1986. Searcy W., sober for 40 years at the 

time, brought the GOE to Dallas, Texas. From the 

beginning,  it was a blend of A.A. Old-Timers and 

newcomers served with a heavy dose of A.A. history and 

archives. Searcy and his friends always had fun and expected 

the same from everyone else as the convention carried the 

serious message of recovery for the still suffering alcoholic.



SEARCY W
Searcy R. Whaley passed away on September 30, 2003 at the age of 93, after a life of significant joy and service to 

others. "Trust God, clean house, help others" was his motto... "and it doesn't have to be done in that order!" 

For 57 years, Searcy was an active member of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA).



SEARCY W – 1930S



SEARCY W
In 1948, at the insistence of AA's co-founder Bill Wilson, Searcy attended and graduated from the Yale School on 

Alcohol Studies. He came back to Dallas and Lubbock. Soon thereafter, Dr. Jellinik moved the Yale School on 

Alcohol Studies from New Haven, Connecticut to TCU in Fort Worth and renamed it the Yale Institute on Alcohol 

Studies in the Southwest.

Mary D., Bill W., Margaret and Searcy –
1950

Searcy Margaret and Nell Wing (AA’s 
first Archivist)



SEARCY AND BILL W.



S E A R C Y  A N D  H I S  B E L O V E D  W I F E  M A R G A R E T      



SEARCY AT THE WHITE HOUSE GROUP



S E A R C Y  &  S M I T T Y  ( S O N  O F  D R .  B O B )



SEARCY AND SMITTY



Searcy was hired as field representative to make talks to churches and schools about the disease of 
alcoholism, how the alcoholic could be helped, and that they were worth helping. It was a community 
problem and therefore a community responsibility. This was a new approach for many in Texas.

Dr. Jellinik became ill and unable to carry on with the school studies. He asked Searcy to establish some 
hospitals where alcoholics could go, sober up, and be taken to Alcoholics Anonymous meetings.

Beginning in 1949, Searcy established alcohol hospitals (the predecessor to today's drug and alcohol 
treatment centers) in Lubbock, Dallas, Houston, and Carlsbad, New Mexico. Alcoholics were brought in 
there for one week and paid $125 which included their doctors, hospital, nurses, and medications. They 
were taken to Alcoholics Anonymous and 75 percent of them stayed sober.

Searcy later became a staff member of the Yale Institute on Alcohol Studies in the Southwest at TCU in 
Fort Worth. He continued his alcoholism educational work from that time until the day he died, traveling 
internationally to spread the message of hope and recovery from alcoholism.

SEARCY W





Searcy was the driving force that kept the Gathering of 

Eagles going for fourteen years when he passed away in 

2003 at 93 years of age and 57 years of sobriety. He and his 

wife, Margaret W., a long time Al-anon member, were 

married for 69 years. She was always present at the 

conventions, standing quietly in the background. Searcy's 

last annual Eagles convention was in May of 2003.

N E W C O M E R S  &  O L D - T I M E R S  S H A R I N G  T H E  
L E G A C Y  O F  E X P E R I E N C E ,  S T R E N G T H  &  H O P E  

I N  A N  E N V I R O N M E N T  O F  G R A T I T U D E  I N  
A C T I O N !



MARGARET ATTENDS GOE



N E W C O M E R S  &  O L D - T I M E R S  S H A R I N G  T H E  
L E G A C Y  O F  E X P E R I E N C E ,  S T R E N G T H  &  H O P E  

I N  A N  E N V I R O N M E N T  O F  G R A T I T U D E  I N  
A C T I O N !

Margaret and Searcy



The Gathering of Eagles was originally held in Corpus Christi, Texas in 

1986. The people hosting the conferences decided not to continue the 

meetings after the third year.  Searcy W., who was sober for 40 years at 

the time, brought the conference to Dallas, Texas where it has been every 

year since over Memorial Day weekend. From the beginning, it was a 

blend of Old Timers served with a heavy dose of AA History and 

Archives.  

N E W C O M E R S  &  O L D - T I M E R S  S H A R I N G  T H E  
L E G A C Y  O F  E X P E R I E N C E ,  S T R E N G T H  &  H O P E  
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A C T I O N !



N E W C O M E R S  &  O L D - T I M E R S  S H A R I N G  T H E  
L E G A C Y  O F  E X P E R I E N C E ,  S T R E N G T H  &  H O P E  

I N  A N  E N V I R O N M E N T  O F  G R A T I T U D E  I N  
A C T I O N !



The "Gathering" has continued under the

guidance of a select planning committee

familiar with its flavor, history and purpose.

The convention is held every year during the

Memorial Day weekend in Dallas, Texas.
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I N  A N  E N V I R O N M E N T  O F  G R A T I T U D E  I N  
A C T I O N !



The "Gathering" has continued under the

guidance of a select planning committee

familiar with its flavor, history and purpose.

The convention is held every year during the

Memorial Day weekend in Dallas, Texas.

N E W C O M E R S  &  O L D - T I M E R S  S H A R I N G  T H E  
L E G A C Y  O F  E X P E R I E N C E ,  S T R E N G T H  &  H O P E  

I N  A N  E N V I R O N M E N T  O F  G R A T I T U D E  I N  
A C T I O N !



1988
The 2nd Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was 

held at the Knights of 

Columbus in Corpus Christi 

and was a 1 day event.

Chair: Searcy W

Speaker: Searcy W



1990
The 4th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was 

held at the Whitehouse 

Group in Dallas and was a 1 

day Birthday Celebration.

Chair: Searcy W



1991
The 5th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Ramada Inn Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W

Speaker: Bob S



1992
The 6th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Ramada Inn Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W

Speaker: Nell Wing

(AA’s First Archivist)



1993/1994
The 8th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Ramada Inn Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W

Speaker: Frank M

The 7th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Ramada Inn Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W

Speaker: Pat R



1995/1996
The 10th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Harvey Hotel Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W & Smitty S

Speaker: Clancy I

The 9th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Ramada Inn Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W

Speaker: Kevin D



1997
The 11th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Harvey Hotel Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W & Smitty S

Speaker: Johnny H



1998
The 12th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Harvey Hotel Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W & Smitty S

Speaker: Paul M 



1999/2000
The 14th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Crown Plaza Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W & Smitty S

Speaker: Bob P

The 13th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Harvey Hotel Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W & Smitty S

Speaker: Clancy I



2001/2002
The 16th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Renaissance Hotel 

Double Tree Hotel in Dallas 

on Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W & Smitty S

Speaker: Tom I

The 13th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Harvey Hotel Double 

Tree Hotel in Dallas on 

Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W & Smitty S

Speaker: Greg M



2003
The 17th Annual Dallas 

Gathering of Eagles was held 

at the Renaissance Hotel 

Double Tree Hotel in Dallas 

on Memorial Day Weekend.

Chair: Searcy W & Smitty S

Speaker: Mona S



2004
The 18th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Double Tree 

Hotel Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 27,2004 through 

Sunday, May 30,2004.

Convention Chair Jim B

Al-Anon Speaker Carol T. - Lawndale, CA

GSO Speaker Valerie O'N. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Ed M. - Davenport, IA

Archives Presentation Eileen G. - Bedford Hills, NY

History Presentation Gail LaC.- Akron, OH



2005
The 18th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Double Tree 

Hotel Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 27,2004 through 

Sunday, May 30,2004.

Convention Chair Jim B

Al-Anon Speaker Carol T. - Lawndale, CA

GSO Speaker Valerie O'N. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Ed M. - Davenport, IA

Archives Presentation Eileen G. - Bedford Hills, NY

History Presentation Gail LaC.- Akron, OH



2010
The 24th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Double Tree 

Hotel Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 27,2010 through 

Sunday, May 30,2010.

Convention Chair Kim B.

TND AA Speaker Nancy B. - Denton, TX

AA Friday Speaker James McN. - Santa Barbara, CA

Al-Anon Speaker Ellen C. - Addison, TX

GSO Speaker Mary C. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Lynn W. - Laguna Hills, CA



2010
The 24th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Double Tree 

Hotel Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 27,2010 through 

Sunday, May 30,2010.

Convention Chair Kim B.

TND AA Speaker Nancy B. - Denton, TX

AA Friday Speaker James McN. - Santa Barbara, CA

Al-Anon Speaker Ellen C. - Addison, TX

GSO Speaker Mary C. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Lynn W. - Laguna Hills, CA



2011
The 25th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Westin Park 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Friday, May 26,2023 through Monday, 

May 29,2023.

Convention Chair Steve W.

TND AA Speaker Mel B. - Toledo, OH

AA Friday Speaker Harold G. - Anapolis, MD

Al-Anon Speaker Magdalena E. - Seattle, WA

GSO Speaker Gayle R. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Tom I. - Southern Pines, NC



2012
The 26th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Westin Park 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 24,2012 through Sunday, 

May 27,2012.

Convention Chair Steve W.

TND AA Speaker Danny B. - Houston, TX

AA Friday Speaker Dave P.- Jacksonville, FL

Al-Anon Speaker Polly P. - Jacksonville, FL

GSO Speaker Tracey O. - Brooklyn, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Clancy I. - Los Angeles, CA



2013
The 27th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Westin Park 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 23,2013 through Sunday, 

May 26,2013.

Convention Chair Steve W.

TND AA Speaker Micki B. - Bryan, TX 

AA Friday Speaker Sharon C. - Los Angeles, CA

Al-Anon Speaker Carol T. - Antioch, CA

GSO Speaker Billy N. - Spring Lake Heights, NJ

AA Saturday Speaker Sandy B. - Tampa, FL

Archives Presentation Arthur S.-Arlington, TX

History Presentation Gail LaC.- The Villages, FL



2014
The 28th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Double Tree 

Hotel Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 22,2014 through 

Sunday, May 25,2014.

Convention Chair Steve W.

TND AA Speaker John A. - Dallas, TX

AA Friday Speaker Doug R.- Tujunga, CA

Al-Anon Speaker Vannoy S. - Justin, TX

GSO Speaker Eva S. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Carla R. - Tujunga, CA

Archives Presentation Arthur S.-Arlington, TX

History Presentation Gail LaC.- The Villages, FL



2015
The 29th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Double Tree 

Hotel Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 21,2015 through 

Sunday, May 24,2015.

Convention Chair Jennifer B.

TND AA Speaker Larry J. - Inman, SC

AA Friday Speaker Sterling H. - Omaha, NE

Al-Anon Speaker Larcine G. - Hawthorne, CA

GSO Speaker Steve S. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Ken D. - La Mesa, CA

Archives Presentation Dano B.- N Richland Hills, TX

History Presentation Gail LaC.- The Villages, FL



2016
The 30th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Double Tree 

Hotel Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 26,2016 through 

Sunday, May 29,2016.

Convention Chair Jennifer B.

TND AA Speaker Phil P. - Dallas, TX

AA Friday Speaker Paul McQ.- Belle Harbor, NY

Al-Anon Speaker Ajit S. - Anaheim, CA

GSO Speaker Phyllis H.- New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Mildred F - Toronto, ONT

Archives Presentation Arthur S.-Arlington, TX

History Presentation Gail LaC.- The Villages, FL



2017
The 31st Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Renaissance 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 25,2017 through Sunday, 

May 28,2017.

Convention Chair Tad B.

TND AA Speaker Krista M. - Dallas, TX

AA Friday Speaker Michealine F. - Escondito, CA

Al-Anon Speaker Bo T. - West Blocton, AL

GSO Speaker Sandra W.- New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Hector E - Los Angeles, CA

Archives Presentation Dano B.- N Richland Hills, TX

History Presentation Gail LaC.- The Villages, FL



2018
The 32nd Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Renaissance 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 24,2018 through Sunday, 

May 27,2018.

Convention Chair Tad B.

TND AA Speaker Scott L. - Nashville, TN

AA Friday Speaker Angie P.- Cincinnati, OH

Al-Anon Speaker Linda L. - Nashville, TN

GSO Speaker Clay R.- New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Earl H - Scottsdale, AZ

Archives Presentation Sally C.-Bedford, NY (Stepping Stones) 

& Dano B.- N Richland Hills, TX

History Presentation Gail LaC.- Akron, OH



2019
The 33rd Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Renaissance 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 23,2019 through Sunday, 

May 26,2019.

Convention Chair Leigh I.

TND AA Speaker Clif G.- Oklahoma City, OK

AA Friday Speaker Bill C.-Torrence, CA

Al-Anon Speaker Kathy H.- Cincinnatti, OH

AA Saturday Speaker Johnny H. - Los Angeles, CA

Archives Presentation Dano B.- N Richland Hills, TX

History Presentation "Barefoot" Bill L.- Vernon, NJ



2021
The 35th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Renaissance 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 27,2021 through Sunday, 

May 30,2021.

Convention Chair Rich S.

TND AA Speaker Jimmy D.- Dallas, TX

AA Friday Speaker Clif G.- Oklahoma City, OK

Al-Anon Speaker Lori G. - Oklahoma City, OK

AA Saturday Speaker Karl M - Covina, CA

Archives Presentation Dano B.- N Richland Hills, TX

History Presentation Greg L.- Dallas, TX



2022
The 36th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Renaissance 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 26,2022 through Sunday, 

May 29,2022.

Convention Chair Rich S.

TND AA Speaker Jimmy D.- Dallas, TX

AA Friday Speaker Clif G.- Oklahoma City, OK

Al-Anon Speaker Lori G. - Oklahoma City, OK

AA Saturday Speaker Karl M - Covina, CA

Archives Presentation Dano B.- N Richland Hills, TX

History Presentation Greg L.- Dallas, TX



2023
The 37th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Renaissance 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 25,2023 through Sunday, 

May 28,2023.

Convention Chair Yolanda L.

TND AA Speaker "Reno" John A- Arlington, TX

AA Friday Speaker Tami P. - Cloverdale, CA

Al-Anon Speaker Renelle M.- Cartersville, GA

GSO Speaker Michael R. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Hilda F. - Tujanga, CA

Archives Presentation Bill S.- Fairfield CT

History Presentation Gail LaC.- The Villages, FL



2024
The 38th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Renaissance 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 23,2024 through Sunday, 

May 26,2024.

Convention Chair Yolanda L.

TND AA Speaker Jennifer HK- Plano, TX

AA Friday Speaker Ralph W. - Compton, CA

Al-Anon Speaker Robyn W.- Winston Salem, NC

GSO Speaker Misha Q. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Georgia B - Montrose, CA

Archives Presentation Greg L.- Dallas, TX

History Presentation Gail LaC. - The Villages, FL



2025
The 39th Annual Dallas Gathering of Eagles was held at the Renaissance 

Dallas on Memorial Day Weekend, Thursday, May 22,2024 through Friday, 

May 25,2024.

Convention Chair Eric H.

TND AA Speaker Kim B.- Aubrey, TX

AA Friday Speaker Amanda B.-Montgomery, AL

Al-Anon Speaker Angie B.-Destin, FL

GSO Speaker Diana L. - New York, NY

AA Saturday Speaker Joe C.-San Diego, CA

Archives Presentation Greg L.- Dallas, TX

History Presentation Gail LaC. - Oxford, FL



ARCHIVES
The Gathering of Eagles always includes an A.A. Archive displays 

from invited national and regional A.A. Service Areas.



MEMORIAL TREE
The Gathering of Eagles always includes a 

Memorial display for loved ones in recovery 

who have passed away during the prior year. 



TEXAS PREAMBLE

A few months after the Grapevine 

published the widely read AA 

Preamble in June, 1947, Ollie L., Dick 

F., and Searcy W. decided to beef it 

up for the drunks in Texas. "We 

worked on it, passed it around, and 

agreed on this version, " says Searcy 

W. "It's now read by groups 

throughout the state." It works for 

Searcy. He's been sober 54 years.

-February, 2001 Grapevine



OUR MISSION

Newcomers and Old-Timers 

sharing the Legacy of Experience, 

Strength, and Hope in an 

environment of Gratitude in Action!


